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Church Teaching on Racism
    
The first step in addressing racism in society and the church is to 
acknowledge its persistence in ourselves, in our institutions and in cultural
attitudes “Racism is an evil which endures in our society and in our church.”  The U.S. bishops explain, “Racism is a radical sin: a sin that divides the human family and violates the fundamental dignity of those called to be children of the same father.”
      The Catholic Church has admitted that racism exists within the church and
       within society. In both settings it is sinful:
             Racism is the sin that says some human beings are inherently 
             superior and others essentially inferior because of race. It is the sin 
             that makes racial characteristics the determining factor for the 
             exercise of human rights. It mocks the words of Jesus: “Treat others 
             the way you would have them treat you” 
             
Racism is a form of violence to the dignity and human rights of another   
human being. For too many people the violence of racism is linked to the   

violence of poverty, which is also a denial of basic human dignity and
   the right to the basic necessities  of life                 
          Example: On January 2, 1996 a black teenager, Cynthia Wiggins from
Buffalo, New York was hit by a dump truck on a busy road as she 
       struggled through the snow and cold. She was trying to get to her job 

       as a cashier in the Walden Galleria Mall in suburban Cheektowaga.
          She died of her injuries, Cynthia was a serious and dedicated young person who had grown up poor but dreamed of becoming a doctor.

          This may seem like an unfortunate accident unrelated to racism but wait. Why was Cynthia trying to cross a dangerous street after getting off the bus from Buffalo? Why didn’t the bus stop at the mall? The truth is the mall owners, the Pyramid Corporation had refused to let Buffalo city buses pick up or unload on mall property. This policy was established to make it as difficult as possible for inner-city blacks to reach the mall…. The cold racism of the Pyramid Corporation is partially responsible for the death of Cynthia. The mall tried to impose 
segregation on the residents from black neighborhoods in Buffalo.
Cynthia died in part because of those racist policies.
(Biography: Marvin L. Krier Mich, “The Challenge and Spirituality of Catholic Social                  Teaching,” Chapter 6, Rights and  Responsibilities” pages 125-126.)
               
      Message from Sr. Marita Flynn, OSF

           This is the first of an ongoing attempt by me, Sr. Marita Flynn, OSF 
           to share some meaningful information with those of you at St.   
           Bonaventure University who are promoting the project: “Brothers and
           Sisters to All.”  

           What I have chosen is somewhat basic, I hope it is helpful. I think this   

           is a wonderful time to undertake this project which is so important in    
           our country and in the world currently. 

.          I believe as we acknowledge the presence of racism we will see it as a 

           form of violence to the dignity and human rights of another human being.

           This leads to the loss of the basic necessities of life for so many.
           

           Projects such as this one can be transformative personally. Let us learn 
           to honor the rights of others as members of one human family.

